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Abstract:
This paper focus for the Women and Domestic Violence on COVID-19 As the covid-19 pandemic intensifies,
its gendered effects have begun to gain attention. Though necessary to slow the spread of the novel

Coronavirus (Covid-19), actions such as social-distancing, sheltering in-place, restricted travel, and
closures of key community foundations are likely to dramatically increase the risk for family violence
around the globe. In fact many countries are already indicating a dramatic increase in reported cases
of domestic violence. While no clear precedent for the current crisis exists in academic literature,
exploring the impact of natural disasters on family violence reports may provide important insight for
family violence victim-serving professionals. Improving collaborations between human welfare and
animal welfare agencies, expanding community partnerships, and informing the public of the great
importance of reporting any concerns of abuse are all critical at this time.

Key Words : Women Protect , Domestic violence, Social Distance, Lockdown ,Corona virus
Etc…
INTRODUCTION
As the Coronavirus (Covid-19) global pandemic continues, more and more countries, cities, and
communities are adopting dedicated measures to slow the spread of the virus. While actions such
as encouraging individuals to adopt “social distancing”, mandating school and business closures,
and imposing travel restrictions may reduce the transmission of the infectious disease,
unfortunately not all are finding safety in the resulting seclusion. Many family violence
(domestic violence, child abuse, and pet abuse) victims may currently be facing a “worst case”
scenario – finding them trapped in the home with a violent perpetrator during a time of severely
limited contact with the outside world.
It’s not uncommon for domestic violence abusers to isolate their victims as an act of control or to
reduce opportunity for disclosure of abuse, and the current societal conditions are likely
furthering the impact of these actions. Perpetrator-imposed restrictions and continued
surveillance of social media, internet, and cell phones may also limit the ability of victims to
reach out for help electronically. Further, schools, libraries, and churches are all critical staples in
family routines around the globe. Families who are victimized by violence or abuse in the home
indicate these institutions often offer critical emotional support and provide opportunity for a
“reprieve” from their abusive home environment – a reprieve they are no longer getting at this
time.
Though data are scarce, media coverage and reports from organizations that respond to violence
against women reveal an alarming picture of increased reports of intimate partner violence
during this outbreak, including partners using physical distancing measures to further isolate
affected women from resources. The term domestic violence is used in many countries to refer
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to intimate partner violence, but it also encompasses child and elder abuse, and abuse by any
member of a household. While women alone don’t face domestic violence, the rates of violence
and abuse directed at women are high, particularly from perpetrators known to them. According
to the World Health Organization, one in every three women across the globe experience
physical and/or sexual violence in their lifetime; and at least 30 percent of all women in
relationships have experienced physical and/or sexual violence by their partners.
Domestic violence in the context of COVID-19
Fuelled by mandatory stay-at-home rules, physical distancing, economic uncertainties, and
anxieties caused by the pandemic, domestic violence has increased globally. Across the world,
countries including China, United States, United Kingdom, Brazil, Tunisia, France, Australia,
and others have reported cases of increased domestic violence and intimate partner violence.
India, infamous for gender-based violence (and ranked the fourth worst country for gender
equality, according to public perception), is showing similar trends.
Emergencies exacerbate domestic violence
We know that women tend to face greater risks during emergencies, including health disasters
such as pandemics. We also know that during times of economic hardship, there is an increase in
violent, abusive, impulsive, compulsive, and controlling behaviour and aggression directed
towards cohabiting partners and romantic partners. This has been widely studied since the time
of the Great Depression, and seminal studies (such as feminist scholar Mirra
Komarovsky’s have evidence of the destructive effects of unemployment, lost income, and
economic hardship on marital conflict, parenting quality, and child well-being. Women whose
livelihoods have been affected by the crisis, might also now be in financial distress—which is
one of the barriers to removing themselves from a violent household. Women who might have
been saving up money to leave, might now have to utilize these savings elsewhere.
The lockdown affects the situation further
Within a few days of the lockdown in India, the National Commission of Women (NCW) noted
a rise in the number of domestic violence complaints received via email. The NCW chairperson
believes that the real figure is likely to be higher, since the bulk of complaints come from women
who send their complaints by post, and might not be able to use the internet. Between the
beginning of March and April 5th, the NCW received 310 grievances of domestic violence
and 885 complaints for other forms of violence against women, many of which are domestic in
nature—such as bigamy, polygamy, dowry deaths, and harassment for dowry.
.
When governments start putting together plans to respond to crises such as COVID-19,
addressing domestic violence must be prioritised. In India, the government seems to have
overlooked the need to formally integrate domestic violence and mental health repercussions into
the public health preparedness and emergency response plans against the pandemic. We need an
aggressive nationwide campaign to promote awareness about domestic violence, and highlight
the various modes through which complaints can be filed. National news channels, radio
channels, and social media platforms must be strategically used, similar to the way in which the
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government has deployed campaigns advocating for physical distancing and hand washing to
combat COVID-19.

Improving community collaborations: a call to action
The reality is, we were hardly “winning” the fight to end family violence even before this
pandemic shook the world. Many agencies around the globe were already feeling the strain of an
ever-increasing workload and continually diminishing resources. Now, many find themselves
facing even greater barriers as they struggle to find ways to reach these families who have been
cut-off from the rest of the community and likely at great risk of harm. In addition to improving
relations between human welfare and animal welfare agencies, family violence victim-serving
agencies must explore new and expanded community partnerships. Many postal workers,
garbage collectors, food delivery staff, and home repair agencies are all still out and traveling
through neighborhoods during the global crisis – they may still have opportunity to detect
violence in the home and report their concerns to the proper authorities.

CONCLUSION :
Disease outbreaks like COVID-19 threaten the health of all. But women and girls
are disproportionately affected. During epidemics, the very measures taken to protect
populations and keep health systems afloat leave women and girls especially vulnerable to
violence. Sexual and gender-based violence is a hidden consequence of the COVID-19
pandemic. As communities around the world are forced to stay at home, women and girls are at a
heightened risk of domestic violence, intimate partner violence, child abuse, and other forms of
sexual and gender-based violence.
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